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THE 
REHEARSAL 
1. The true Method to Efcape Drubbing. Which Tatchis has not Obferv’d. 
», His Beaftly Slandering of Women, even of the Greateft Quality. 


- The Im-Morality, as well as Il-Manzers of this. 
4. The Law Punifhes A/perfions, tho’ they be Trae. 


The Notion of Tutchin concerning Liberty and Property. 
é. The Law Secures the Meaneff, Behaving themfelves as they Ought. 


» The Law Reaches not feveral Affronts in Point of Honour. 
8 Of a Court of Honour, or fomething Equivalent to Cure this. 
g. How both Dueling and Drubbing have been Banifh’d out of Frazce. 





SATURDAY, March 15. 1706. 





(1.) Country-man. HE Obfervator of 

I . the roth paft, N. 
. 97: Lays, Mafter, 
That you will never meet with his Fate, you 
have fo ynany Friends at Conrt. 

Rehear{al. | hope 1 have Friends every where. 
For | have Deierv’d no other. I keep a 
Guard upon my Tongue, as to fay Nothing 
that Borders upon any Prophanefs, or aay 
Indecency,; So to make no Perfonal Reflecti- 
ons upon any. My bufinefs is only to Fight 
againft Wicked frinciples. But | meddle with 
no Perfons, otherwife than as that Caxfe is 
Concern’d, nor any further- than the C€au/e 
is Concern’d. Not to Rake into Families, 
and Perfonal Mifcarriages, as the Obfervator 
makes it his Conftant Cuftom ; Whence 
comes all his Drubbing, not from any Weight 
in his Arguments. And I dare fay he had 
Efcap’d Drubbing to this Day, if he had but 
Learn’d that Leffon in our Carechi/m, to keep 
his Tongue from LEvil-Speaking, Lying, and 
Slandering! But perhaps it is not fo in the 
Affemblies Catechifm. Or he has Forgor it. For 
when his Vein of Slander is up, he Spares nei- 
ther Age, Quality, nor Sex. How many Wo. 
men has he Traduc’d by Name? He calls one 
a Fox-Bitch-Whore. If fhe was of his Acquain- 
tance,and he {poke from his own Kxopledge, 
it thews what Company he keeps. But if he 
knew her not, it fhews what Liberty he gives 
his Tongue, without Regard to Trath or Falfe- 
hood; And likewife how Genteelly he has been 
Bred, to Exprefs himfelf in this Decent fafhi- 
on! Did he Learn this Flower of Rhetorick 
at the Private Accademy in Stepney, where he 
Boafts he was Educated? 


(2.) But, Mr. Tutchin, Women are Refent- 
ing things, efpecially where their Reputation 
Is Concernd. And few are fo Deftitute, but 
have fome to Revenge their Quarrel. And 
you have Reafon to be Thanktul that you 


-have Efcap’d a Drubb thefe many Years that 


you have Follow’d this Trade, without Re- 
{pect of Perfons. Have you forgot how you 
Accofted a Lady of the Greateft Quality, 
with the Complement of Calling her Madam 
Proferpina, and a Witch. 


(3.) But befides the ill AZanners and Clowe 
nifhne/s of this Method, ther is a much High- 
er Confideration, if you wou’d think of it, that 
is, That it is a downright /mmorality and a 
Sin to Blaft the Reputation of any, Where 
ther is not a Neceffiry for it, asin Legal Pro» 
fecutions. And where the Perfon is of High 
Quality, or in Great Poff, ther is another Of- 
fence in it, of the moft Pernicious Confequence, 
which is, the bringing the Diftinftions and Or- 
ders of Men into Contempt, with which Libere 
ty Allow’d no Government whatfoever can 
Subjift. 

And have you not been Outragioufly Guilty 
of this ? What Kank or Quality of Men or 
Women have you mifs’d, from the Highe? to 
the Lomeft? And can you think to Efcape 
Drubbing. 


(4.) Conntry-m. But fuppofe what he fays 
were True, ought not the Laws then to Pro- 
tect him, tho” he fpoke of a Great Perfon ? Is 
any Subjeé fo Great as to be Above the Laws ? 

Rehearf. No, Country-man. ther is no Sub- 
jet but is Lyable to the Zam. But then 
the Law has Appointed the AZcthod in which 
fuch Perfon ought to be Try’d, and the Pro- 
per Fudges. 

But the Law will not Allow Privat men 
to Ajperfe and Vilify thofe in Poff and Qua- 
lity, tho’ their Accufations were True. There- 
fore in an Aétion of Scandalnm Adagnatum, 
it is no Defence, if you cou’d Prove what 
you faid was True. You are Under the Pe- 
nalty of the Law notwithftanding. And it 
is a wife anda Good Lam. For Private men 
are not ‘Judges of their Superiors. This wou'd 
Confound all Government. And the Honoxr 
and Dignity of our Goverzors is to be Preferv’d, 
without which they cou’d not Govern, nor 
wou'd they be Obey’d as they ought to be, 
| if they were Render’d Contemptible to their 
Subjetts ; Which is Unavoidable, if they are 
Suffer’'d to be Traduc’d by Every Private Per- 
| fon, and Expos’d all over the Nation. 


(5+) Country-m. This Confounds all the 
Tattle of the Obfervator about Liberty and 
Property, as if it were the Liberty of the Sub- 
jet 




































































































jeft to Vilify and Afperfe every one they 
Pleas’d, even their Governors and Superiors. 
And Tutchin has taken Abundance of this 
Liberty and Property with all forts of People. 

But, Aafter, if any find themfelves Ag- 
griev’d by his Tongue or Pen, ought they 
not to Sue him at the Law, and not take 
the Remedy at their own Hands, in this 
Drubbing way? Do’s not the Law Protect 
every the meaneft Subject, in his Perfon, 
Liberty; and Property ? 


(6.) Rebearf: Yes, Country-man, and God 
forbid the meaneft Man fhou’d not be fo 
Protected, even to a Chymney-Sweeper. But then 
the Chimney-Sweeper ought to Behave himfelf 
as Becomes his Condition. If he fhou’d Dafh 
his Soot-Bagg Crofs the Teeth of a Gentleman, 
it wou'd be Hard to Expect the Gentleman 
fhou’d take it Patiently, and Waite to fee 
what Remedy he cou’d get at Law. Ther 


are fome things too Hard for Alef and 


Blood to Bear. And none more Infutierable 
than a Foul Tongue. 


(7.) And the Law bas not fufficiently Pro- 
vided for feveral -Afronts as to Point of 
Honour, which Cujtom has made; and made 
it Difhonourable to feek a Redrefs at Lam. 
As if an Officer in the Army fhou’d bring 
his Aétion at Law for the Lye being given 
him, what Remedy wou’d the Law give him ? 
And he might bappen to be Broke for a 
Coward, for not Righting himfelf. This is a 
Hard Chapter, my Maffers, That a Man may 
not only Lofe his Honour, but his Lively- 
hood too, for obeying the Law, and yet be 
Punifh’d if he Break it! 

Ther are feveral Words that are not Aéi- 
enable at Law, and yet. are Great Affronts, 
and fo Elteem’d by every Body. What Re- 
medy has a Man in this Cafe? Anda Man’s 
Reputation is as Dear to him as his Life. 
And ought to be Protected as well as his Life, 
his Liberty and Property, And is the Chief 
Part of his Liberry and Property. And if 
this be thus Expos’d out of the Verge of 
the Law, he muit either fit down Content 
with all the Jgnominy can be Caft upon him, 
or Right himfelf, and Tranfgrefs the Law. 


(8.) Country-m. 1 have heard much Talk, 
Mafter, of what they Call’d a Court of Honor, 
. for Remedying -Abufes of this fort. And 
that it was fet up in the Reign of K. Char. 1. 
But that it was Clamour’d againft, and Call’d 
an Arbitrary thing. And that many Abuses 
were Committed in it., 

Rehearf. For the Abufes 1 have nothing to 
fay. If ther were fuch, they ought to be 
Re@tify’'d. And what Court is ther in the 
World, wherein ther have not been tbufes? 
But I think the Defign was Good. And if a 
Bill was brought into Parliament to Provide 
fome Remedy for thefe fort of Defamations, 
fuch as in their Wifdems fhon’d be thought 
fit, | humbly Conceive it wou’d be of Great 
Benefit to the Nation, and Conduce much to 
the Peace and Qaiet which is fo Defirable a- 





it felf, and <A/pers’d the whole Afinifry agg 
Adminiftration. \ may therefor well Bear me 
Part in this Perfecution of the Tongue. And{ 
fpeak for others more than fot my felf, 


(9.) The French King, with all his Power: 
had not Remedy’d Duelling inthis Kingdon 
if he had not at the fame time he Forbade j- 
provided effectual Redrefs for thofe who were 
Injur’d in their Honour. The King is the 
Fountain of Honeur, and Confequently the 
belt Fudge of it. And it is below no Subjet 
to feek Redrefs from the Kizg, or from thofe 
whom he fhall Appoint for that Purpofe 
But if ther be no Provifion of this fom 
made, in vain will the Terror of Laws Re, 
ftrain thofe Men from Righting themfelve 
whofe Honour is Dearer to them than their 
Life. Aad we have heard as Remarkable |p. 
ftances of the Juft Severity of the French Kin 
in Punifhing thofe who offer’d any Affont 1 
another, as of thofe who Prefum’d to Right 
themfelves, Contrary to his Ccmmands, He 
has Broke General Officers for this. ft 
is Lawful to Learn Good from an Enemy, and 
no man but muft Commend his Fuftici 
Adminiftration, in Ridding his Country not 
only of Robbers on the High way, but of 
thofe worfe Robbers, who Attack mens Re 
putation. And by this means has Civiliz4 
his People beyond any others in Evrope, and 
has Alter’d the Strain of Honour, that it js 
thought Brutal to offer an front, and not 
Difhonowrable to {eek Redrefs from their Prince 
And Adean men are Reftrain’d from Inf. 
ting their Sxperiors, which Prevents Drub. 
ing as well as Dueling. And this I take to 
be true Liberty and Property, and it Preferves 
Peace and good Order among Men. And] 
have faid thus much of it, to fee if a Me. 
thod may be found out to Procure the like 
Good Effects among Us. And to puta ftop 
to thefe Foul Tongues, which Difturb the Peace 
of the JVation, and of Private Families. And 
even Force men to take Remedy at their own 
Hands. 


ADVERTISEMENTS. 
F grease of Liberty and Property, in a Conteft 
between the L—ds and C—ns of Athens. 
= and Union, or a Defence of Sir Hmph; 
_ Mackworth’s Treatife on the Occafional Bill, 
entitul’d, Peace at Home. 
Affandra (but I hope not) telling what will 
come of it, 2 parts, in anfwer to the Occa 
fional Letter. 
Ge Wolf Stript of his Shepherds Cloathing 
in anfwer to a late Celebrated Book intitul’d 
Moderation a Vertue. 
The Reafonablenefs of a Toleration En- 
quired into, purely on Church Principles ia 
feveral Letters. 
Two Sticks made one, Or, The Devil 
upon Dun. 
The Principles of the Diflenters concerning 
Toleration and Occafional Conformity. 
A Collection of papers concerning what 
hath been Tranfaéed in the Convocation- 





mong Us. Thefe Foul Afouths are the Wind , 
which Trouble our Ses, and Blow it into a | 


‘HE’ Eitablifhment of the Church, she 


Prefervation of the State. 
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